
Parent 
Information 
Meeting
February 2, 2023



Agenda

• Grades & Attendance

• Spring Behavior Contracts

• 8th Grade Events

• Saturday School

• Spring Testing

• Cyber Safety

• What’s Next?



Thank You!
Back to School Breakfast
Panda Camp/Days
School Store
Wraparound Needs
Family Movie Night
Partnership with Trees for Houston (38 trees planted)
Grounds maintenance
Garden renovations
Homecoming Dance, Tailgate, Pep Rally
New Football Uniforms
New Dance Uniforms
New Volleyball Uniforms
Surprise treats for students
Angel Tree
Book Fair
Spaghetti Supper
Zoned & Magnet Tours



Thank You!
Teacher Grants
• Band: Instrument reeds, mouth pieces
• Theatre: One Act Play set pieces, drill
• Choir: Sight Reading subscriptions, black outfits
• Podium for Speech class
• Mirrorless camera
• Tactile sandpaper letters
• Materials for historical dioramas
• Headphones
• Poster materials
• Class pet, hydroponic plant system
• Pool storage
• Hurdles for track



Grades

• Cycle 4 Ends March 1st

• Student Accountability

• Teacher Accountability

• Promotion Standards

Promotion Standards
• Overall yearly average 

of 70 or above and an 
average of 70 or above 
in three of the four 
core

• Sufficient Attendance



Attendance
• TEA Code 25.092 requires students to be in 

attendance 90% of class meetings for the 
award of course credit.

• Students who accumulate more than 10% 
absences, EXCUSED OR UNEXCUSED, will lose 
credit unless Attendance Committee grants 
credit because the absences are due to 
extenuating circumstances.  Asterisks will begin 
to print in the cycle where the absence limit is 
exceeded.

• Attendance Appeal Letters went home ONLY 
for students enrolled in High School credit 
courses.

Our current ADA is 
93.9%, which is a loss 
of $208,162 or 3 ½ 
teacher positions



Spring Behavior Contracts



8th Grade 
Activities

8th Grade Behavior Contracts for 
all 8th Grade activities will be 
distributed on February 13th and 
will be due back by February 
20th.



Saturday School
An intimate & supportive learning environment for all students



BENEFITS Intimate 
class sizes

Taught by 
Pershing 
teachers

Receive 
homework 

support

Earn 
HB4545 
hours

STAAR 
Preparation

Breakfast & 
snack 

provided

No Sign Up, 
Just Show 

Up



Saturday School Dates

• January 21st

• January 28th

• February 4th

• February 11th

• February 25th

• March 4th

• March 25th

• April 15th



Saturday School Rotation Schedule

8:00-8:55 AM Session I

9:00-10:00 Session II

10:05 AM Dismissal for Break

10:10-10:25 AM 15-Minute Break

10:30 AM-11:25 AM Session III

11:30 AM-12:30 PM Session IV



What to Bring?
A charged laptop and a positive attitude



Saturday 
Detention

Must be on campus by 8 AM or 
will be rescheduled

Ends at 11 AM

Encouraged to attend Saturday 
School from 11 AM until 12:30 
PM

Must bring their charged laptop



Spring Testing



TELPAS 
OVERVIEW

• TELPAS annually assesses the progress that emergent 

bilingual (EB) students make in learning the English 

language.

• All K–12 students classified as emergent bilingual 

EB/EL in the Public Education Information 

Management System (PEIMS) are required to 

participate in TELPAS, including those who have 

parents who have declined bilingual/English as a 

Second Language (ESL) program services

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone/?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDYwNjMyMzkwMjczMDY3MzUwNDIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFheUF1S05BU2lNSXo4ODRXRGdJeDRlRklxTmVfd3RiWDFhWGJxX05XRWVVIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6InAyIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxYXlBdUtOQVNpTUl6ODg0V0RnSXg0ZUZJcU5lX3d0YlgxYVhicV9OV0VlVS83N2MwYzcyYy05YTNjLTRiNDAtOGEwZS0zYzZmODJkMzg0NTEifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


TELPAS 
ASSESSMENT 
2022-2023

• TELPAS Listening and Speaking (online assessment)

• TELPAS Reading and Writing- (New online assessment 

combining both the Reading and Writing together)

• Testing Dates:

• Beginning/ Intermediate Level Students – February 27- 28, 

2023

• Advanced/ Advanced-High Level Students – March 1- 8, 

2023

• Makeups Testing will be provided to ensure 100% 

participation.



PROFICIENCY 
LEVEL 
DESCRIPTORS

• Key Features of Each Proficiency Level

• Beginning • Little or no English ability

• Intermediate • Limited ability, simple language 

structures, high-frequency vocabulary, routine contexts

• Advanced • Grade appropriate, with second language 

acquisition support

• Advanced High • Grade appropriate, with minimal 

second language acquisition

GOAL: All Emergent Bilingual Students to move at least 

one proficiency in each domain of Listening, Speaking, 

Reading and Writing







TELPAS ONLINE ASSESSMENTS
2-12 TELPAS Online Listening and Speaking Tests

Listening and speaking test grade 

clusters include 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, and 

9-12.

Listening test questions include 

passage-based and non-passage-

based questions, picture-based 

questions, and drag-and-drop 

questions, among others.

The speaking test questions 

include a variety of picture-, 

passage-, and text-based speaking 

prompts.

The variety of question types gives 

EB students the opportunity to 

show their comprehension and 

communication skills in various 

ways.



TELPAS ONLINE 
ASSESSMENTS

2-12 Online Reading and Writing Tests

• Reading and writing tests grade-clusters 

include 2, 3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, and 10-12.

• Writing items are interspersed within the 

reading tests.

• Text-to-speech (TTS) feature is provided for 

writing direction lines and for the writing 

prompts for constructed responses.

• TTS is available for all students, not based on 

eligibility, and does not need to be noted in 

TIDE.

• If a student is eligible for speech-to-text (STT), 

this attribute does need to be noted in TIDE.



SAMPLE TELPAS LISTENING AND SPEAKING
QUESTION FROM 2020



TELPAS QUESTION FOR THE 2020 LISTENING AND 
SPEAKING ASSESSMENT



SAMPLE TELPAS WRITING QUESTION FOR THE 2022 
ASSESSMENT



SAMPLE TELPAS WRITING QUESTION FROM 2022 
ASSESSMENT



PARENT TIPS

Create an environment rich in 
literature. Have a lot of books, magazines 
and newspapers about a variety of topics 

available. A food menu or store sale flyers can 
also be part of an environment rich in 

literature. Do not forget about poetry and 
words to songs. Visit the local library or 

bookstore to find more resources.

Read together or independently. Make 
time to read together or independently and 
then talk or write about what you have read. 
Choose different types of books like chapter 
books, novels or non-fiction books or articles. 
You can also use picture books with no words 

to start conversations about the storyline, 
details in the pictures and to help your child 
expand his/her thoughts and vocabulary. Talk 
about punctuation and how punctuation adds 

meaning to the event or theme.



MORE PARENT 
TIPS

• Read non-fiction books and/or informative 

articles. Some strategies that help with 

comprehension of non-fiction or informative 

books and/or articles include reviewing the title, 

the subtitles of different sections, the art or 

graphics like maps, photos or tables with 

information before reading. You can also write 

down unknown words and make notes while 

reading. Write down questions or facts on 

adhesive note pads and stick them near the 

section that they correspond with.



MORE PARENT TIPS

Listen to audio books and talk about the 
theme, the characters, or the best parts of the 
book. Write down unknown words and look 
up the definitions in a dictionary. You can also 
write a brief summary or description of an 

important event. 

Write letters, notes, invitations, or 
emails. Help or ask your child to write 

letters, notes or emails to friends and family. 
For example, your child can write invitations 

to a party or thank you notes for gifts 
received at parties. This activity can also start 

discussions about how writing can change 
depending on the purpose or the audience. 
For example, a letter to a legislator is very 
different than a letter for a friend or family 

member. WRITE DAILY



MORE 
PARENT TIPS

• Talk daily. Have conversations about school, news, books, 

favorite programs, life goals, family etc. Ask them questions 

and let them ask you questions also.  ( I encourage them to 

speak in complete sentences.)



STAAR 
ADMINISTRATION 
TESTING DATES

• STAAR Reading

• Grade 6 STAAR Reading, April 18

• Grade 7 STAAR Reading, April 19

• Grade 8 STAAR Reading, April 20

• Makeups – April 21

• STAAR Math

• Grade 6 STAAR Math – May 2

• Grade 7 STAAR Math – May 3

• Grade 8 STAAR Math/ Algebra EOC– May 4

• Makeups- May 5



STAAR 
ADMINISTRATION

• STAAR Science / Biology- April 25 (Grade 8 Students 

ONLY)

• STAAR Social Studies – April 26 (Grade 8 Students 

ONLY)



STAAR 
READING 



STAAR 
READING 
2.0



STAAR 



STAAR 2.0



STAAR 2.0 ( CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE)



STAAR 
MATH 2.0







HOW TO 
ACCESS 
RESOURCES 
FOR STAAR/ 
TELPAS

• https://tea.texas.gov/student-

assessment/testing/staar/staar-resources

• https://tea.texas.gov/student-

assessment/testing/telpas/telpas-resources

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/telpas/telpas-resources


What’s Next?

• 2023-2024 Course Selection

• Algebra Readiness Testing 
• April/May

• Dual Language Track
• Interested Incoming 6th Graders

• Summer School
• June 6 – July 3 (Monday-Thursday)

• 8:30 – 2:30

• No School June 19

• APEX
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